
Use enough clay to achieve a suitable thickness for 
painting or printing with a screen. Varying the amount clay, 
as well as the application method, will result in hard lines 
or soft edges. When painted on, rather than printed, an 
uneven layer of the paste and the discharge can result.

Mix the paste in small batches, making only the amount 
that you think you will need.  The paste is most effective 
when used fresh, but if kept tightly covered it can last for a 
couple days.

taking advantage of the uneven thickness of paste that 
results from the brushed on application.

but she solved the problem by thickening the potassium 
permanganate with a fine clay. The clay is inert and does 
not interfere with the chemical oxidation of the indigo.  
Either bentonite or kaolin are suitable clays. These are the 
same types of fine clay that are used with the indigo resist 
paste. The printed application of the paste in her bandanas 
results in an even discharge and the printed patterns 
become pure white.


